
My brief

ÅTree diseases and the arboriculture 

industry ðan overview 

ðto be the advocate for the 

arboricultural community

ðto share experiences of diagnosing tree 

diseases, and the consequences of 

those diagnoses 



Research

ÅI asked questions of the 

arboricultural community via 

ðthe AAõs Directory

ðUK TC

ðArbTalk

ðTree Officer Associations



Responses

Åpart 1 will be a 

summary of those 

responses, and 

Åpart 2 will be my 

thoughts on the 

response and 

some 

considerations of 

the consequences



Cornwall

ÅPhytophthoras in general 

ÅAnthracnose of London plane

ÅCristulariella depraedans , sycamore 

leaf spot



Gloucestershire

ÅHorse chestnut

ðbleeding canker

ðGuignardia aesculi

ðscale insect

ðleaf miner



Midlands

ÅHorse chestnut 

ðBleeding canker

ðGuignardia aesculi

ÅAcute Oak Decline

ÅSooty Bark Disease

ÅRed Needle Blight

ÅDutch Elm Disease



Suffolk

ÅBleeding canker of horse chestnut

ÅOak die back

ÅOak processionary moth

ÅPhytophora s in general



Norfolk

ÅDED

ÅHorse chestnut

ðGuignardia aesculi

ðBleeding canker

ÅPhytophthoras in general

ÅAsh bleeding canker

ÅRed needle blight



Yorkshire

ÅBleeding canker of horse chestnut



North Wales

ÅPhytophthoras in general



Northern Ireland

Åòjust the usual suspectsó

Åa few bacterial and nectria cankers 

on Ash and Poplar

ÅBleeding canker of horse chestnut

ÅPhaeolus schweinitzii on Spruce



The second set of questions

Åhow do you diagnose what you find

Ådo you prune or fell

Åhow do you get rid of arisings

Ådo you sterilise your tools

Åhave you lost out to a science 

inspired/scientifically illiterate 

competitor



Diagnosis

Åidentification via 

the Internet, text 

books, journals, 

networking sites 

or sample 

analysis



To prune or to fell? 

Åwhere possible prune rather than fell

Åpreventative reductions of horse 

chestnut

Åreplanting in early mitigation



Treatment of arisings

Åthe re -cycling of wood residues is in 

its infancy

Åarisings are generally sent to landfill 

Åthere is often a relationship with a 

firewood merchant

Åretention of arisings as habitat piles 

in woodland



Industry best practice

Återm contract allows for all tools to 

be sterilised, but . . .



Looking ahead

Åmain concerns will be

ðthe progressive loss of our mature tree 

stock

ðthe impact of Climate Change

ðfunding



Part I

Åthe response was a statistically non -

representative sample

Åat least I think it was



The normal distribution

Åjust how big is the arboricultural 

community?

Å30 responses



Part II

ÅIõll now consider some of the 

important differences and issues that 

I see between forestry and 

arboriculture, and the impact they 

have had upon research



The essential differences

ÅForestry
ðcentral 

government 
support

ðcapital intensive

ðorganised

ðthe production of 
goods to an 
agreed standard

ðquantitative

ÅArboriculture
ðnot organised

ðlabour intensive

ðcyclical

ðperceptions

ðdemand side

ðsupply side

ða poorly regulated 
service industry

ðqualitative



. . . so

Åarboriculture is a

ðdisorganised, 

ðchaotic, 

ðheterogeneous, 

ðcraft community

Åcommunication with, and within, the 

community is poor



Arboriculture

Åthe following is a 

selection of photos  

of arboricultural 

industry best 

practice taken just 

for this event

Åin general they 

illustrate the point 

about 

arboriculture 

being a qualitative 

industry












