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Å25000 ha

Å16000ha pine plantation

Å13000ha Corsican pine
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Heterobasidion annosum



21/04/2010 Tree Diseases Conference, Stoneleigh Park4



21/04/2010 Tree Diseases Conference, Stoneleigh Park5

1922 1930 1960 2000

Heterobasidion annosum Red band
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Red Band Needle Blight

ÅDothistroma septosporum
Defoliation

Yield Loss

Mortality

CP & LP most seriously affected

Research Note

Red band needle blight of conifers in Britain

Anna Brown and Joan Webber



21/04/2010 Tree Diseases Conference, Stoneleigh Park7

Impacts - yield loss

7 Yrs 7 Yrs
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Disease Management

ÅPathogen

ÅHost

ÅEnvironment

ÅStand manipulation through thinning to modify 
the environment.

ÅTree species diversification to reduce the host.
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0

Thinning practice

ÅThinning reduces infection levels and 
mortality. 

ÅReduced humidity less favourable to 
pathogen.
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1

ÅStand assessment for Impact Factor 
(defoliation, crown infection) and mortality

ÅCategorise as high (red), moderate (Amber) or 
low (Green) infection
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Thinning Practice

ÅHigh infection stands - heavy thin.

ÅModerate infection:

ÅStart early between 17 and 21 years 

ÅSelectively thin the matrix to MTI

ÅRevisit at least every five years - no delay

ÅThin early, thin selectively and thin regularly 
and where infection is high thin heavily.
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Species Diversification

ÅLast Corsican planted in 2006
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