
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

RASE SECURES £50M INVESTMENT PARTNER FOR STONELEIGH PARK 

 

The Royal Agricultural Society of England (RASE) has secured a £50 million investment deal with 
property experts LaSalle Investment Management to safeguard the future of Stoneleigh Park as a 
centre of rural excellence. 

Under the agreement announced today, the management and development of the 1,000 acre 
Stoneleigh Park site will be the responsibility of LaSalle, while the RASE concentrates on its original 
role, as a champion of rural and agricultural advancement. 

As part of a long-term plan to secure the future of RASE and Stoneleigh Park, the charity’s Board of 
Trustees’ vision for the site has, for many years, been as a rural innovation and science park with 
emphasis on sustainability, the environment, agriculture, equine, and forestry as well as rural 
business and research activities. 

The collaboration with LaSalle is the result of spending considerable time seeking a commercial 
partner to fulfil this vision, who shared the values and ethos of the society and who would commit 
long-term investment into the estate.   

Commenting on the deal, RASE Chairman Henry Cator said: “LaSalle are property professionals with 
vast experience of managing similar sites and we are confident that Stoneleigh Park will be 
developed to become the national hub for agricultural, equine and rural business, research and 
knowledge exchange.” 

“With a commitment to invest £20 million by the end of 2012, up to a maximum of £50 million by 
2020, this is a hugely exciting time for the site, the RASE, Stoneleigh Park and the local economy,” 
he said. 

Mr Cator added: “The site already makes a significant contribution both locally and nationally, 
providing more than 2,000 jobs and attracting more than 750,000 visitors each year. It generates an 
estimated £80 million worth of business benefits to the local economy, and has the potential to 
generate many more jobs.” 

LaSalle European Director Andrew Bull said: “We would like to see Stoneleigh at the forefront of a 
rural renaissance in the UK, and held up as an exemplar of the value of the rural economy.” 

“It has the strong potential to be the hub and showcase for farming’s future. Already the home of 
the national headquarters of the NFU, the recently created Agricultural and Horticultural 
Development Board and many equestrian bodies, its central location, long history and active 
research programme are a powerful draw for any business interacting with the agricultural and 
equine sectors,” he said. 

The RASE was founded in 1838 under the banner “Practice with Science” with the aims of 
stimulating agricultural innovation, spreading knowledge and learning, and applying best practice 
to production and land management. 
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Mr Cator continued: “The growth in global population, the increasing threats from climate change 
and the need to find a way to produce the food that is needed in a genuinely sustainable way 
makes our work as crucial today as it was in 1838 when the Society was formed. We are already 
carrying out some excellent work in these areas and are delighted that we will now be able to 
expand on this.” 

 

 

ENDS ~~~ 

 

For more press information, please contact: 

 Chloe Davies, RASE: 02476 858 258, 07951 539139 or using chloed@rase.org.uk  

 Phil Kennedy, FD: 020 7269 9300, 07703 330884 or using phil.kennedy@fd.com  

 

Notes to editors: 

 Since 1838, and operating under a Royal Charter, the Royal Agricultural Society of England 

has played a leading role in the development of British agriculture and a vibrant rural 

economy through the uptake of good science, the promotion of best practice and a 

coordinated, impartial approach to wide-ranging rural issues. Today the Society's charitable 

work includes support for like-minded businesses, knowledge exchange through events and 

conferences as well as education.  

 The RASE's Core Purposes are the promotion and improvement of the science, technology, 

art and practice of agriculture, forestry, horticulture, kindred activities and husbandry of 

livestock (including horses) and land and the promotion of the application of improved 

methods and processes connected therewith by demonstration and other appropriate 

means; the promotion of agricultural and environmental education, research and 

development and experimental work by maintaining and conducting a learned society and 

by publications, grants and other means.  

 LaSalle Investment Management is one of the world’s leading real estate investment 

managers. With nearly 700 employees in 16 countries worldwide, LaSalle manages 

approximately £26 billion (as of Q2 2010) of private and public property equity investments. 

Its diverse client base includes public and private pension funds, insurance companies, 

governments, endowments and private individuals from across the globe. 
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